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Hugo Chavez of Venezuela; and Cherie 
Blair, wife of Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom. Reporters referred to 

Roger Clinton, brother of Senator Hillary 
Rodham Clinton.

Statement on the Death of Dale Earnhardt
February 22, 2001

I have asked my close friend Joe 
Allbaugh to attend today’s memorial service 
for Dale Earnhardt. I am saddened by the 
untimely loss of this American legend and 
want to express my deepest sympathy to 

his family, friends, and fans. Dale was an 
American icon who made great contribu-
tions to his sport. Dale’s legacy will live 
on for millions of Americans. He was an 
inspiration to many.

Remarks Following a Meeting With the Budget Review Board and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
February 23, 2001

The President. Good morning. Welcome 
to the Budget Review Board. We’ve been 
going over the budget that I’ll be submit-
ting to the Congress next Tuesday night. 
I want to thank OMB Director Mitch 
Daniels for doing a really fine job. 

It is a budget that clearly sets out prior-
ities. It is a budget that sets aside Social 
Security money for only—to be used only 
for Social Security. It is a budget that will 
substantially pay down debt, and it’s a 
budget that provides meaningful, real tax 
relief for our citizens. 

In the budget, I prioritize education. I 
talked about that yesterday. We also 
prioritize the health care needs. We recog-
nize the Federal Government plays a very 
important role in researching cures for dis-
ease, and therefore, our budget increases 
the NIH budget for 2002 by $2.8 billion, 
the largest increase in that Department’s 
history. 

And so I’m very much looking forward 
for the American people to see and hear 
the budget presentation. It’s a practical 
budget. It makes a lot of sense. It meets 

a lot of needs. And the people of this coun-
try are going to realize we spent a lot of 
time on it and will realize that they’ve got 
an administration that is practical, full of 
common sense, and always asks the ques-
tion, how can we help the people of the 
country? 

Thanks.

National Economy 
Q. Is the uptick in inflation going to 

make it harder to get the economy going 
again? 

The President. Not with the Secretary of 
the Treasury at the helm. 

Thanks a lot.

Major League Baseball Opening Day 
Q. Are you going to Puerto Rico to see 

the Rangers? 
The President. Are you? 
Q. I’d like to. 
The President. I’m not putting out my 

opening day plans yet. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. A 

tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom at Camp David, Maryland 
February 23, 2001

Q. How is it going so far? 
President Bush. Pretty darn good. 
Q. How was lunch? Is it true that 

Churchill once came to this cabin? 
President Bush. That’s exactly right. 
Q. How goes the get-acquainted session? 
President Bush. Good, John [John 

Roberts, CBS News], thank you. ‘‘Ambas-
sador’’ Johndroe was telling us where to 
go. 

Q. Sir, can you tell us the historical sig-
nificance of where you’re standing? 

President Bush. This is where Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, the first visitor 
to Camp David, stayed. It’s a huge honor 
for Laura and me to welcome the current 
Prime Minister and his wife. And we’re 
about to have a press availability to answer 
all these difficult questions that you’re 
throwing at us, John. I promised the Prime 
Minister that you in particular would be-

have well during the press conference—
and Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press]. 

All right, we’re actually now going to go 
for a walk of a couple miles. 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, where’s your 
coat? 

Prime Minister Blair. It’s around some-
where, but actually it’s a lot warmer than 
Canada. 

President Bush. You shouldn’t have no-
ticed that. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 3:23 p.m. on 
the porch of Holly Lodge. In his remarks, 
the President referred to Assistant Press Sec-
retary Gordon Johndroe and Prime Minister 
Blair’s wife, Cherie. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom at Camp David 
February 23, 2001

President Bush. Welcome. It’s my honor 
to welcome the Prime Minister, from our 
strongest friend and closest ally, to Camp 
David. We’ve had a couple of formal visits. 
More importantly, we had a nice walk 
around Camp David and got to know each 
other. And as they told me, he’s a pretty 
charming guy. He put the charm offensive 
on me. [Laughter] And it worked. No, 
we’re delighted, and tonight we’ll have a 

dinner, just the four of us—Mrs. Blair and 
Laura and the two of us—and I’m really 
looking forward to it. 

This is a chance for me to tell the Prime 
Minister how dedicated my administration 
will be to an alliance that has made a huge 
difference in the world, an alliance that 
I firmly believe will make a difference in 
the years to come. 
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